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FEMA Reform After Hurricane Katrina.
Executive summary.
Hurricane Katrina has been among the biggest test for Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in the United States Department of Homeland Security. The hurricane was quite deadly and destructive and was encountered along the Gulf Coast of the United States in August 2005.  The Hurricane Katrina brought about catastrophic damages from the central Federal to eastern Texas (Zimmermann, 2015). As evident, the flooding was mainly caused by the crucial engineering faults in the flood protection system, and this greatly participated in the mass loss of lives. However, it has often been criticized that the destructive results were as a result of weaknesses which were evident in the FEMA, stretching from the leadership to the response of the agency during and the aftermath of incidence (Zimmermann, 2015). 
Research method employed.
This proposal relied on a literature review from the already published literature concerning Hurricane Katrina predominantly. The study laid significant emphasize on the evident failures of FEMA, the most accredited body that should have provided the most effective response to the disaster. 
Research Findings.
Studies have affirmed that Hurricane Katrina was among the most devastating hurricanes that have ever been experienced in the United States (Plyer, 2015). The hurricane was a very large storm whose maximum wind stretched 25 to 30 nautical miles accompanied by an extremely wide swath of hurricane force winds which extended at least 75 nautical miles from its center.  According to NOAA, hurricane Katrina started nearly 200 miles in the southeastern of the Bahamas, as a tropical depression (Zimmermann, 2015). NOAA asserts that band of storm clouds started to wrap around the north side of the storm circulation center in August 24thwith winds of about 65kph. It has also been estimated that the Hurricane and its flooding claimed about 1,833 lives (Plyer, 2015).  In addition to this, many Americans were left homeless along the New Orleans and in the Gulf Coast.  It is also estimated that the hurricane caused over $108 billion destructions as reported by NOAA.
Suggested FEMA reforms.
FEMA should constantly review its emergency preparedness plans for every single State. It was found the agency was featured with some laxity and hence some of its core responsibilities were not properly established in the many states (Zimmermann, 2015). As evident, FEMA did not give a quick and sufficient response to offer assistance to the hurricane’s victims. This implies that the agency should thoroughly check its emergency preparedness plan that seems to have been flawed. 
FEMA should be supported with pre-disaster mitigation grant funding.  This initiative would help FEMA to reinforce its infrastructure against disasters adequately. In addition, it would help the agency to be more efficient in saving lives as well as reducing property damage in future disasters by 80% (Zimmermann, 2015). 
Establishment of a fully functional regional preparedness framework should also be sought.  Through the Homeland Security Act of 2002, the Department of Homeland Security should establish an effective regional framework (Zimmermann, 2015). This initiative would possibly ensure coordinating of agency responses to catastrophic disaster. 
FEMA should keep its house in order. This is by ensuring strong communication lines amid all its branches all over the United States. Though FEMA has made efforts by giving grants to state and local governments to strengthen emergency communication systems, there is still a room for equipment failures and increased system interoperability (Zimmermann, 2015).  The agency should ensure a strong communication system which could adequately provide information exchange even during strong disasters. 
FEMA should constantly revise its emergency supplies any other disaster. As evident from the hurricane Katrina, many of the emergency supplies had been prepositioned prior to the hurricane hit; however, they were nowhere near enough (Amadeo, 2017). Effective emergency supplies would help in timely evacuations of residents in all the affected areas to save lives in case of any other disaster. 
FEMA should ensure better medical response to save the evacuate disaster victims. Studies have affirmed that FEMA lacked sufficient knowledge and attention to the hurricane victims (Amadeo, 2017). This should be avoided earlier by ensuring adequate medical facilities and personnel. Also, the system should be restructured for a better focus on the infrastructure. 
More on this, FEMA should remain as an independent operating agency that aims at providing accurate national responses to both mild and catastrophic disasters. However, it should be complemented with National and International Incident Management Assistance Teams for stiff collaboration and accurate response to future disasters (Amadeo, 2017). As such, FEMA should remain as a focused part of DHS for assurance that the response attempts are accurately integrated with all the critical homeland security missions. In this concern, the partnership would awaken proper review of partner’s preparedness, maximize on emergency prevention opportunities while making efforts to address the evident weaknesses as a means of disaster prevention.
Conclusion.
In summary, Hurricane Katrina was a critical and a hard lesson not only to the United States but also to other contemporary nations. From the above proposal, it is good for emergency agencies to keep their house in order to accurate response to such emergencies.  Preparedness is the only solution that would ensure constant improvement and power to respond to fatal disasters. 
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